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If you have created a favorite desktop theme and you work on more than one Microsoft Windows XP computer,
you may have considered recreating it on your other computers. However, manually recreating the desktop theme
can be a tricky and time-consuming operation. Here's how you can easily copy your favorite desktop theme from

one Windows XP computer to another.

Steps

1. On the computer containing your favorite desktop theme, right-
click the desktop and select properties. On the theme tab, with
your theme selected, click the Save As button and save the file
to the My Documents folder (or folder of your choice).

2. Launch Windows Explorer and access the My Documents
folder.

3. Look for files with the .theme extension, locate your file, and
copy it to a floppy disk or USB thumb drive.

4. Go to the other computer on which you would like to have your
favorite desktop theme and copy the .theme file to My
Documents.

5. Right-click the desktop and select Properties to open the
Display Properties dialog box.

6. On the Themes tab, click the Theme drop-down and select
Browse.

7. Inthe Open Theme dialog box, access the My Documents
folder, locate your theme file, and double-click it.

8. Click OK to load the new theme and close the Display
Properties dialog box.

9. While Windows XP loads the desktop theme, you'll see a

Display Properties

| Themes | Desktop | Screen Saver | Appearance | Settings

Atheme is a background plus a set of sounds, icons, and other elements
to help you personalize your computer with one click.

Theme:
Wodors o O+

Sample:

Active Win...
indow Text
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Please Wait message in the middle of the screen. Your current desktop colors will fade to gray while the new

settings are applied.

There is one caveat to this approach -- if part of your theme involves wallpaper you created or other graphical
elements unique to that particular PC, those elements will have to be copied over along with the .theme file.

Note: This tip applies to both Windows XP Home and Windows XP Professional.

Stay on top of the latest XP tips and tricks with TechRepublic's Windows XP newsletter, delivered every

Thursday. Automatically sign up today!
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Additional resources

e TechRepublic's Downloads RSS Feed ELiH
e Sign up for TechRepublic's Downloads Weekly Update newsletter
e Check out all of TechRepublic's free newsletters
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Tell us what you think

TechRepublic downloads are designed to help you get your job done as painlessly and effectively as possible.
Because we're continually looking for ways to improve the usefulness of these tools, we need your feedback.
Please take a minute to drop us a line and tell us how well this download worked for you and offer your

suggestions for improvement.
Thanks!

—The TechRepublic Downloads Team
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